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LOYOLA LAW SCHOOL’S 95th-ANNUAL COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY TO 

FEATURE FORMER U.S. REP. TONY COELHO, DISABILITY RIGHTS ADVOCATE 
  
LOS ANGELES – Loyola Law School’s 95th-annual Commencement Ceremony will 
feature a keynote address by former U.S. Rep. Tony Coelho (LMU ’64), architect of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, when it convenes at 12 p.m. on Sunday, May 15, 2016 
on the Westchester, Calif. campus of Loyola Marymount University (LMU). 
 
LMU President Timothy Law Snyder will confer degrees on candidates alongside 
Interim Dean Paul T. Hayden. About 400 candidates are eligible for a range of degrees, 
including Juris Doctor (JD), JD/Masters of Business Administration, Master of Laws 
(LLM), Master of Science in Legal Studies (MLS), Tax LLM and JD/Tax LLM. 
 
Alumni will be featured prominently in the ceremony. Brian S. Kabateck ’89, partner at 
Kabateck Brown Kellner LLP and chair of Loyola’s Board of Directors, will deliver the 
alumni welcome. Mark Geragos ’82, partner at Geragos & Geragos, will be the mace 
bearer and grand marshal.  
 
The ceremony will honor the two faculty members selected by students to receive this 
year’s Excellence in Teaching Awards: Professor Katherine Lyons ’02 (day) and 
Professor Laurie Levenson (evening). It will also feature competitively selected student 
speakers: Nathan Benham, day division, and Yungmoon Chang, evening division.  
 
Coelho, a longtime advocate for the rights of people with disabilities, will be introduced 
by disability rights-law scholar and Dean-designate Michael Waterstone. A former U.S. 
House of Representatives Democratic Majority Whip, Coelho was appointed by 
President Bill Clinton to serve on the President’s Committee on Employment of People 
with Disabilities. He has held leadership positions at the American Association for 
People with Disabilities, the Epilepsy Foundation and the Partnership to Improve 
Patient Care. 
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The ceremony will be held in the Sunken Garden on LMU’s campus at 1 Loyola 
Marymount Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90045. Follow the festivities on social media: 
#LoyolaLaw2016 @LoyolaLawSchool. More information is available at 
www.lls.edu/commencement. 
  
About Loyola Law School, Los Angeles 
 
Located on an award-winning Frank Gehry-designed campus in downtown Los 
Angeles, Loyola Law School is home to prominent faculty, dedicated students and 
cutting-edge programs. Loyola dedicates itself to preparing students for practice with 
rigorous coursework, an extensive portfolio of practical-training opportunities, a diverse 
and successful alumni network and a focus on social justice. Learn more at 
www.lls.edu. 
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Media contacts:  
 
Journalists who wish to attend any part of the event should RSVP to: 
 
Brian Costello 
Loyola Law School, Los Angeles 
Brian.Costello@lls.edu 
Tel. 213-736-1444 
 

Melissa Abraham 
Loyola Law School, Los Angeles 
Melissa.Abraham@lls.edu 
Tel. 213-736-1445 
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