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You Need Well-Trained Lawyers

We produce them. We are the 25th-largest supplier of 
partners to the NLJ 100 nationwide.
Much has been written about the crisis in legal educa-
tion. But not all legal education is broken. The problems, 
the data suggest, are primarily at the top.

In 2011, 51% of NLJ 250 associates from  
non-Top-14 law schools stayed and made partner. 
By contrast, only 18% from Top-14 schools did.

This newsletter explains how one non-Top-14 law school 
trains effective lawyers, one practice area at a time. We 
hope it will help you make more cost-effective hiring 
decisions.
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As a trial advocacy team member, Catherine served as 
trial counsel in five regional and national competitions, 
advancing to the quarter-finals at the 2012 Nationals.

“Catherine hit the ground running. She is  
conscientious, hardworking, and polished, and 
she quickly earned my trust not only in her work 
product but in her interaction with clients.”

–Michael Garfinkel, Partner, Perkins Coie

In her first year in practice, she has already drafted and 
argued discovery and dispositive motions and an ex 
parte application, interviewed witnesses, advised clients 
in mediation, and negotiated agreements with opposing 
counsel.

These intensely practical courses reflect our belief that 
when a partner tells a new associate “Deposition in two 
hours,” her response should be “I’m on it,” not “What’s a 
deposition?”
The effectiveness of our training is not new. In 2003, the 
New York Times profiled five of the nation’s most promi-
nent trial attorneys. Three were our graduates. We were 
gratified, but not surprised.
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Catherine Grech, Loyola ’13  
1st-Year Associate, Perkins Coie

Civil Litigation and Advocacy

The average Loyola trial advocacy team member logs 
150-300 hours of simulated trial experience before 
graduation, excluding preparation and feedback. Not 
surprisingly, the team has won five national titles and 21 
regional championships in the last 26 years.
The team is only a small part of Loyola’s extensive con-
centration in civil litigation and advocacy. In addition to 
a required Civil Litigation Skills Practicum, our special-
ized offerings include:

• Art of Jury Selection
• Cross Examination Intensive Workshop
• Deposition Practice
• Deposition Skills Workshop
• Electronic Discovery
• Evidence for Trial Lawyers
• Expert Witness Seminar
• Fact Investigation
• Mediation Advocacy
• Opening and Closing Seminar

“The Practicum was 
essential to preparing 
me for law and motion 
practice.”


